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From ICBA Honorary President Opal Dunn

Sincere congratulations to Itochu
Foundation on the number of young
monolingual and bilingual (Double)
Japanese children they have supported
through provisions of quality picture books
to Bunko in Japan and overseas during the
last 50 years.

World Society has changed during this
period; the number of Japanese children
growing-up outside Japan has increased.
For these bilingual children acquiring
Japanese during their very early years is
natural, if they are motivated, feel good and
have opportunities to socialise and join in
spoken Japanese exchanges with different
adults and older children. Being instructed
in a formal school-learning atmosphere is
not how positive life-long language and
cultural interests are absorbed.

THEUNE ((FUR/OV RV, 2023FEEREHE) . 2BONETENClE. BA
DEIDICHEIRATROBEZEMELTC

International Children’s Japanese
Bunko outside Japan has adapted to
provide Japanese Community Bunko
in which young children feel good and
can, effortlessly, absorb how to speak
Japanese whilst sharing picture books
with other mothers and borrowing them
to enjoy share-reading at home. University
students, IC Bunko Graduates, confident
in feeling Japanese, tell us that Japanese
Bunko was their happiest experience
growing-up in London.

Thank you, Itochu Foundation, for
your support world-wide to make this
early-years Japanese developmental
experience possible for Japanese children
living overseas in non-Japanese language
countries.
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From ICBA Honorary President Opal Dunn

Sincere congratulations to Itochu Foundation on the
number of young monolingual and bilingual (Double)
Japanese children they have supported through
provisions of quality picture books to Bunko in Japan
and overseas during the last 50 years.

World Society has changed during this period; the
number of Japanese children growing-up outside Japan
has increased. For these bilingual children acquiring
Japanese during their very early years is natural, if they
are motivated, feel good and have opportunities to
socialise and join in spoken Japanese exchanges with
different adults and older children. Being instructed in a
formal school-learning atmosphere is not how positive
life-long language and cultural interests are absorbed.

International Children’ s Japanese Bunko outside
Japan has adapted to provide Japanese Community
Bunko in which young children feel good and can,
effortlessly, absorb how to speak Japanese whilst
sharing picture books with other mothers and
borrowing them to enjoy share-reading at home.
University students, IC Bunko Graduates, confidentin
feeling Japanese, tell us that Japanese Bunko was their
happiest experience growing-up in London.

Thank you, Itochu Foundation, for your support world-
wide to make this early-years Japanese developmental
experience possible for Japanese children living
overseas in non-Japanese language countries.
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